CIVILISATIONS OF THE EAST

But China, except for short periods, has been
for two thousand years at least under one
head, and though the provinces have had a
very large measure of autonomy, they have
been administered by officials appointed by
the Central Government, and have recognised
its existence by the payment of taxes. The
various dialects of China, though unintelligible
one to another, are varieties of the same
language; and the common script has always
given to the educated a common medium of
communication, much as Latin gave it to
mediaeval Europe. China has been a political
unity, even though a loose one; and though
this unity has not given rise to a strong
national feeling, there is in China a basis for
such feeling more real and more powerful than
anything that seems to exist in India For
this reason, among others, China would not
be so easy to conquer as India was, nor so
easy to govern by any race that did not
assimilate itself to Chinese customs and
standards.

I see, then, in China, so far as the most funda-
mental conditions are concerned, a far greater
similarity to the modern West than to India.
But, of course, points of similarity to India